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Principal’s Message
Welcome to the 2022 to 2023 school year! I hope that you had a
safe and enjoyable summer. We had fantastic weather and a
smoke-free summer, so I hope you were able to enjoy plenty of
time outdoors.

I am extremely honoured to be joining the Juniper team this year
and look forward to meeting all of our families in the coming days
and weeks. I’d like to take this opportunity to briefly introduce myself to the school community. I
have worked in the Kamloops-Thompson School District for the past fourteen years. My last four
years were at Arthur Stevenson as Principal and prior to that, I was at Lloyd George Elementary as
Vice-Principal and at the Henry Grube Education Centre in different literacy leadership positions. I
love working with students - challenging them to learn from all situations and to be the best that
they can be within a safe and caring environment.

I’d also like to give a warm welcome to the families and students who are new to Juniper Ridge
Elementary. I know that this will be a tremendous year of learning for everyone.

As a result of the catchment area changes, a new principal, many staff changes, and fewer
students, our school will look and feel a lot different this year. Our current student enrollment is
right around 400 students within 18 divisions. We have twenty-four teachers, 4 Certified Education
Assistants (CEAs), one Aboriginal Education Worker (AEW), one library assistant, three
custodians, one secretary, one vice-principal, and a principal. A complete staff list is included within
the newsletter. We will also welcome 5 TRU Education students who will be doing their practicums
with various teachers for a few weeks in the fall and then again in January for a longer period of
time.

It is my intent to send a paper copy of the September newsletter home with students and after that,
newsletters will be electronic. Monthly newsletters will be sent to you through email within the first
couple of days of the month and then be posted on our school website. I will send out updates in
the middle of the month or when it is necessary to communicate information with you. If you need
to contact me, you can reach me by phoning me at school or sending me an email
(dsteptoe@sd73.bc.ca).

Over the next few days, you will be receiving a lot of paperwork (School Supply Fees, Verification
Forms, etc.). Some will be from the office and some will be from classroom teachers. We ask that
you make every effort to return any forms to the school as soon as possible. This will help us to
organize our databases that will help to keep the school running smoothly.
We respectfully acknowledge that Juniper Ridge Elementary School is located on the unceded territory of the Secwépemc Nation,
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Recess and Lunch Expectations: Recess and lunch are a time when students have a break from
their learning and have a chance to get outside for fresh air, movement, and interaction time with
their peers. It is expected that all students will go outside at recess and lunch. If they are too sick to
go outside during break times, then they should not be at school. During the winter months or other
extreme weather times, we will keep an eye on the weather, and we may keep all students indoors.

Personal Electronic Devices: Please note that students are not allowed to use their personal
electronic devices at school. This includes texting or calling family members. If you need to contact
your child at school during the school day, please contact the office to leave a message. We will
make sure they get your message during one of the scheduled break times or right at the end of
the school day.

The remainder of this newsletter contains other important information that will help to keep you
informed about the processes of the school. Please let us know if you have any questions or
concerns. We want this year to be a successful one for all students!

- Mrs. D. Steptoe, Principal

Juniper Ridge Bell Schedule
8:20 – Warning Bell - Doors Open
8:30 – Classes Begin
10:16-10:31 – Recess
11:51-12:51 - Lunch
2:41 – Dismissal

Allergy-Sensitive School
We have students in our school
who have severe and
life-threatening allergies to nuts
and other food products.
Teachers will let families know
of any allergies in their classes in the coming
week. When packing lunches, please be
considerate of any allergies in your child’s class.

Medical Alert
Parents and guardians of students with
potentially life-threatening health conditions or
allergies are asked to sign the necessary forms
at the school office. These forms must be
updated every year. Please send any epipens to
the school as soon as possible. Students should
also carry one with them during recess, lunch,
and on field trips.

School staff are not permitted to administer any
medication to students without the School
District paperwork that is completed and signed
by the prescribing physician. If your child
requires medication at school, please contact
the office to pick up the paperwork or send back
the completed forms that were sent home in the
spring.
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Safety - To and From School
Parking around the school can become very
congested during pick up and drop off times. We
also ask that parents do not park in the staff
parking lot before or after school. If possible,
please encourage your child to walk, bike, or
scooter to school on their own, with you, or with
a group of friends. This will help to reduce the
number of parent vehicles around the school. If
you do drive your child to and from school,
consider designating a meeting point.

Please spend some time teaching and
reteaching your child about traffic safety (walk
on sidewalks, look both ways before crossing
the street, riding bikes on the right side of the
road, etc.). Also, please be aware of children
going to and from school as you are driving
during those busy times.

Before and After School
Our first bell rings at 8:20 to allow students to
enter the building, wash their hands, put away
the backpacks, and get ready for the school day.
The second bell rings at 8:30 which signals the
start of the school day. There is no supervision
outside prior to the 8:20 bell or after school.
Students are asked to come at 8:20 and head
home directly after school.

School Supplies
The school supply program is offered at Juniper.
We highly recommend that parents use this
program as it saves families time and money
and provides consistency of supplies in the
classroom. School supplies and other fees may
be paid online through School Cash. Using
School Cash is very convenient for office staff
and families.

Classroom Placements
Each spring, our teaching staff works
collaboratively to begin the process of placing
students into classrooms for the next school
year. Many things need to be considered
including each student’s academic needs, social
skills, and learning styles. Parent input is also
taken into consideration. This is a complex
process and requires a lot of time and thought.
Throughout this week, we will continue the
placement process and we will do our best to
have classes finalized by Monday, September
12th. In the meantime, students will be working
in grade level groupings so that they can be
involved in valuable learning experiences
throughout these first few days.

Parents were given the opportunity to make
specific requests in the spring and we value the
input you have in regards to how your children
learn best. As mentioned, a tremendous amount
of thought has been put into the classroom
placement of each student. We are asking that
you allow students at least a full week in their
new classes to become acquainted with their
classmates, teachers and school procedures.
Oftentimes, concerns are alleviated once
students get to know their new teachers and
classmates.

If you would still like to talk to me about
classroom placements, I will discuss your
concerns beginning the week of September
19th. I will not reply to email concerns before
this date.

Please note that according to the School Act,
principals have the final say on student
placement in classrooms.
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Student Code of Conduct
Please note that the School District Student
Code of Conduct (Administrative Procedure
#350) will be reviewed with students in the
coming days. The Student Code of Conduct
along with the Juniper Ridge ROARS Behaviour
Matrix are intended to encourage acceptable
student behaviour in order to establish and
maintain a safe, respectful and caring learning
environment.

For your reference, Administrative Procedures
350: Student Code of Conduct and 350.2:
Student Dress Code can be found on the district
website.

Social Emotional Learning
Juniper Ridge is a Positive Behaviour
Intervention School. Our ROARS Behaviour
Matrix helps to clarify expected behaviours in
various areas around the school as well as
going to and from school, attending any school
function or activity at any location, or in other
circumstances that may have an impact on the
school environment. We use the language from
the ROARS Matrix (Respectful, Organized,
Attitude, Responsible, Safe) throughout the
school to maintain consistency. See below for
the full matrix.
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2021-2022 Important Dates
Wed. Sept. 7 Full day of school for grades 1 to 7 Safe Arrival

School District #73 uses the SafeArrival
student absence reporting system to record
student absences. Please report your child’s
absence in one of the following convenient
methods:
1. Phone:  1-844-350-2647
2. Web: go.schoolmessenger.ca
3. App:  SchoolMessenger

Please report your children’s absences before
8:30 am the day they will be absent. Absences
can be reported in advance 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, for any school day in the term.

If the Safe Arrival program does not allow you
to report an absence, please contact the school
office so they can fix the problem.

Cross Country Running
Cross country running will be starting up very
soon. Students in grades 3 to 7 will be invited
to participate. Please watch for more details in
the next couple of weeks.

Orange Shirt Day
This year, we will be having our Orange Shirt
Day celebration on Thursday, September 29th
since September 30th is now the National Day
for Truth and
Reconciliation and
there will be no
school.

Mon., Sept. 19 Non-Instructional Day - No School

Thurs., Sept. 29 Orange Shirt Day

Fri., Sept. 30 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation -
No School

Mon., Oct. 10 Thanksgiving - No School

Fri., Oct. 21 Non-Instructional Day - No School

Thurs. Nov. 3 Early Dismissal (12:30) - Parent/Teacher
Meetings

Thurs., Nov. 10 Remembrance Day Assembly

Fri., Nov. 11 Remembrance Day - No School

Mon., Dec. 5 Non-Instructional Day - No School

Fri., Dec. 16 Last Day of Classes Before Winter Break

Tues., Jan. 3 First Day Back After Winter Break

Fri., Feb. 3 Non-Instructional Day - No School

Mon., Feb. 20 Family Day - No School

Fri., Mar. 17 Last Day of Classes Before Spring Break

Mon., Apr. 3 First Day Back After Spring Break

Fri., Apr. 7 Good Friday

Mon., Apr. 10 Easter Monday - No School

Mon., April 24 Non-Instructional Day - No School

Fri., May 20 Non-Instructional Day 19 No School

Mon., May 22 Victoria Day - No School

Thurs., June 29 Last Day of Classes

Fri., June 30 Administrative Day
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School Goals:
This year we will involve staff, students, and families as we go through the process of setting new school
goals that align with the new District Strategic Plan. The District Strategic Plan begins with the Seven
Grandfather Teachings: Courage, Love, Wisdom, Respect, Truth, Honesty, and Humility as the foundation
and includes a Mission (Supporting learning opportunities and environments which inspire students to
thrive) and Vision (Fostering educated and resilient citizens empowered to contribute to a diverse,
inclusive, caring, and sustainable society) around four priorities:

Connection/Relationships - Building meaningful relationships that support and strengthen learning
and growth.
Equity - Removing barriers and creating environments that provide accessible and empowering
opportunities for all students and staff to thrive.
Well-being - Fostering opportunities to promote emotional, psychological, physical, and
environmental wellbeing for all students and staff.
Sustainability Embracing our responsibility to contribute to a sustainable environment.

Currently, our school goals are:
INTELLECTUAL GOALS
DISTRICT GOAL: Every learner will develop competencies and skills to succeed academically.
DISTRICT OUTCOME: Students will meet or exceed literacy/numeracy expectations for each level.

School Goal 1:   Students will meet or exceed literacy expectations for each grade.
School Goal 2: Students will develop strong foundational skills in numeracy.

WELLBEING GOAL
DISTRICT GOAL: Every learner will feel welcome, safe, and connected to their environments
(district-school-classroom).
DISTRICT OUTCOME: Students will feel welcome, safe, and connected to their school.

School Goal 3: Juniper is committed to creating a safe, welcoming space for our learners, where
each student feels they belong and are connected to two or more caring adults.

PAC News
PAC meetings will take place on a monthly basis and all parents are invited to
attend. Please watch for more information that will be sent out about the date
and time for the first meeting of the year. If you have any questions about PAC,
please reach out to them through email at: jrelementary@gmailcom.

Hot Lunches
PAC will be offering hot lunches on Thursdays again this year. The PAC Facebook page will give you
regular updates. To prepare for ordering, you can set your child up in the Munch A Lunch program where
you will then place lunch orders throughout the year.

New families can register at https://munchalunch.com/schools/juniperridge
Returning families can go directly to the login page: https://munchalunc.com/login
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Juniper Ridge Staff 2022-2023

Staff Position Staff Position

Mrs. D. Steptoe Principal Mrs. S. Hoffer LART

Mrs. A. Mangell Vice Principal Mrs. A. Mangell LART

Mrs. S. Kinney Secretary Mrs. R. Powrie Prep

Mrs. A. Mulholland Kindergarten Mr. M. Lukow Prep

Mrs. L. Weatherall Kindergarten Mrs. N. Gorman Teacher-Librarian

Mrs. T. Champness Kindergarten

Mrs. J. Murphy/Mrs. J. Sandhu Grade 1 Mrs. K Taylor-Hanson Library Assistant

Mrs. M. Plut Grade 1 Mr. D. Laboucan Aboriginal Education
Worker

Mrs. L. Sears / Mrs. J. Kicia Grade 1/2 Mrs. S. Card CEA

Mrs. H. Storozak Grade 2 Mrs. L. Halfnights CEA

Mrs. N. Pierce Grade 2 Mrs. H. Macmoneagle CEA

Mrs. K. Klassen Grade 3 Mrs. K. Veideman CEA

Mrs. D. Pagnotta/Mrs. J. Kicia Grade 3/4

Mrs. J. Mayer Grade 4 Mr. H. Lowen Daytime Custodian

Mr. J. Richard Grade 4 Mrs. M. Mahal Evening Custodian

Mrs. T. Stonehouse Grade 5 Mrs. N. Atwal Evening Custodian

Mr. J. Kershaw Grade 5/6

Mrs. J. Colclough/Mrs. A.
Mangell

Grade 6

Mrs. S. Lempriere Grade 6/ 7

Mrs. S. Murray/Mr. M. Lukow Grade 7

Mrs. L. Waters Grade 7

We respectfully acknowledge that Juniper Ridge Elementary School is located on the unceded territory of the Secwépemc
Nation, specifically the Territory of the Tk’émlups te Secwépemc.

http://juniper-ridge.sd73.bc.ca/

