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REACH HIGH ~ SERVE WELL ~ LEARN TOGETHER
September 7, 2021
WELCOME TO THE 2021 – 2022
SCHOOL YEAR!
All JRES staff welcomes students and
parents back to another great year of
learning! A very special welcome to new families joining the Juniper Ridge
community and school. I trust your summer has been filled with fun times shared
with family and friends and that you too are excited for the beginning of another
school year.
It is a pleasure to be your principal. I appreciate the warm welcome I have
received from staff and many families. I want to thank the Juniper community in
advance for welcoming all of our new staff members and families to our school and
learning community. A very special welcome to our youngest learners, our
Kindergarteners! Please also join me in welcoming the following new teachers to
Juniper Ridge Elementary: Ms. O’Neil, Ms. Bouchard, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Fuzzan, Ms.
Thompson, as well as, our support staff: Ms. Marchant, Ms. Adams, Ms. Card and
Ms. Taylor-Hanson. I am confident that we will all enjoy our home and school
partnerships and together we will experience a very productive and rewarding year
of learning. Student enrollment is currently anticipated around 530. We have 23
divisions and 42 staff members at our school this year, along with 5 TRU Education
practicum students. We are all here to support and facilitate the development of
our students/your children in all of our diverse roles.
I acknowledge the challenges that we have all faced with the global pandemic,
discovery of remains from Residential Schools within our city and country, fires
and the pending boundary catchment changes. These challenges generate diverse

feelings and responses within all of us. For some, fear, anxiety and/or frustration
are central. For others a sense of hope and optimism emerges when faced with
obstacles of these types. All of our feelings are real and should be valued. I have
every confidence that we will collectively work together to work through and
overcome each of these events and emerge collectively stronger.
Schools strive to have all students placed in their classrooms as soon as possible. I
appreciate your patience and understanding that this is a complex process and
takes time. I want to assure you that the staff at Juniper Ridge Elementary met
and considered the academic and social needs of individual students, as well as,
class composition carefully in the Spring and at the end of last school year. The
process is very involved and includes significant dialogue, thought and reflection
for each class. Our goal is always to create the best learning and teaching
environment for all 530+ students and classrooms. At times, this results in multigrade or split classrooms, as well as, children not being in a class with their best
friends. Please know that we appreciate parent concerns and requests for class
placements. Staff considered these requests, in the Spring, but it is impossible to
accommodate and grant every request. If your child does not get placed in the
class that they or you were hoping for, please help your child to accept and work
through their disappointment. We are confident that students have the ability to
make connections with their new teacher, form new friendships, while at the same
time maintaining old friendships and connections. Continued “positive parent talk”
cannot be overemphasized in supporting your child and assuring them they will
flourish in whatever class they are placed in. I want to thank you in advance for
your understanding and support, knowing that the staff at JRES, have and continue
to work hard to create positive learning environments for all 530+ JRES learners.
If you are in search of additional resources to support your child/ren during these
times, please go to the SD 73’s website under the Community/Parents & Students
tab for additional resources. For your convenience, I’ve linked Supporting your
Child’s Emotional Wellbeing During Times of Stress.
Noon Hour Supervisors If you enjoy the fresh air
and watching kids play, please consider being a
noon hour supervisor. The hours are between
12:00 and 1:00 each day. While we ideally, would
love supervisors to be able to commit to five days
a week, we are willing to share the days between
more than one parent. We often need supervisors
to fill in for those occasional times when a scheduled supervisor has other
commitments. If you are interested in learning more or would like to be considered

as a noon hour supervisor, please connect with Mrs. Mangell, Vice Principal in the
office or myself.
Papers, Papers and More Papers! You can anticipate a lot of
papers being sent out from the school office for the month
of September. Please check both your email and child’s
backpack for information. Today a hardcopy of the Student
Daily Health Check was sent home for your convenience.
Next week you can anticipate: School Photo Information,
Verification Forms and school supply notices. Your prompt attention and response
to completed forms is always appreciated. It is important that Verification Forms
are returned ASAP, as this information is used to update our records. Please be
aware that if you have either a Hotmail or Yahoo email account, you may find you
are not receiving emails from the school and/or district. Please check your junk
and spam folders. If you have an alternate email address to offer, we would
appreciate that; gmail accounts seem to work fine with the school and district. You
may contact Mrs. Smith-Campbell (school secretary) with any updates.
SCHOOL CASH ONLINE The School District’s Finance Department has been
working to implement a digital system allowing parents to pay for school fees, field
trips, etc. on a web-based environment. This system is not active yet, but is
anticipated to be so by mid September. When we send out school supply notices,
we will also send out a detailed message on behalf of the Finance Department.
SAFE ARRIVAL Please remember to call in your child’s absence and late arrivals
each and every day that they will be absent from school. The absence reporting
telephone number is 1-844-350-2647. If you haven’t done so, you may create an
account at the following website: https://go.schoolmessenger.ca You may also
download the app for School Messenger. It is important to report your child’s
absence before 8:30 each morning. If you know of absences in advance, you may
also report them to the system. When using this system, please remember that to
wait for a confirmation # to ensure that your child’s absence has been recorded.
8:20 Warning Bell; Doors Open
8:30 Classes Begin
10:20 Recess Begins
10:35 Recess Ends
12:00 Lunch Begins
12:55 Warning Bell
1:00 Classes Commence
2:41 End of Day

Please be aware that we do not have before school and after school supervision,
therefore, students should not be arriving early or staying late after dismissal.
Students are expected to play during our
recess and lunch breaks and not be using
personal electronic devices.
Parents if you need to contact your child
during the school day, please call Mrs. SmithCampbell in the school office to relay
messages.
Special School Activities for September
September 8: Full-day at school 8:30 – 2:41
September 15: Kindergarten students start full-days
September 16: Picture Day
September 20: PAC Meeting @ 6:15 via Zoom
September 21: Terry Fox Walk/Run for Cancer; We are
collecting Toonies for Cancer Research.
September 22: Raise a Reader: We are collecting Loonies
for Literacy today!
September 27: Non Instructional Day – no school for students
September 29: Orange Shirt Day
September 30: Truth & Reconciliation Statutory Holiday
ADDITIONAL CALENDAR DATES FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR
October 11 – Thanksgiving – No School
October 19 – Photo Retakes
October 22 – Non Instructional Day
November 4 – Early Closure for Parent Teacher Interviews
November 11 – Remembrance Day – No School
December 6 – Non Instructional Day
December 20 – January 3 – Winter Break
February 4 – Non Instructional Day
February 21 – Family Day – No School
March 21 – April 1 – Spring Break
April 15 – Good Friday – No School
April 18 – Easter Monday – No School
April 25 – Non Instructional Day

May 20 – Non Instructional Day
May 23 – Victoria Day – No School
June 29 – Last Day of School
STUDENT SAFETY
Our school parking lot is small and has
become even smaller with the new
portable. If your child is of an age
that they can walk, bike or scooter to
school with a neighbor or friends,
please encourage them to do so. Please also teach and remind them frequently of
sidewalk/pedestrian safety and to look both ways before crossing streets. If you
are driving your child to school, please be mindful of traffic congestion. You may
consider finding an area where you are comfortable as your drop off and pick up
spot each day. I would ask all parents to be diligent in watching for all students
walking, biking and scootering to school.
MEDICAL ALERTS
Parents of children with Medical Alerts will need to update their information in the
office with Ms. Smith-Campbell or Mrs. Mangell. School staff are not permitted to
administer medication to students without essential paperwork being completed by
families and a prescribing physician. If your child is in need of us to administer
medication, please contact the office to obtain the necessary paperwork. When
classes are finalized, we will notify parents in specific classes with life threatening
anaphylaxis. At that time, we will seek a high level of cooperation in refraining
from sending your child/ren to school with specific food items.
KIDS PLUS ACCIDENT INSURANCE information can be found at kidsplus.ca
School are no longer sending this information package home.
COVID CONTROL MEASURES
We all want to be safe, and as such, we will continue to follow the School District’s
direction as the Provincial authorities provide guidance and recommendations. We
know this continues to be a very fluid time, and that changes have and will continue
to occur. At this time, some of our key control measures are:
- Daily Health Screens for students and staff continue. We are all to stay home if
we are ill and go home if we become ill at school.
- Frequent handwashing/sanitizing will continue.
- Respiratory etiquette will continue to be taught and encouraged.
-The wearing of masks is expected for students in Grades 4 and above and for all
adults.

- Students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 are encouraged to wear masks.
- Traffic flow to minimize congestion will continue, including the use of outside
classroom doors.
- Students and staff will be taught and encouraged to physically distance by
providing personal space for others.
- There will be no food sharing.
- Students should bring a water bottle to school each day, or have one to remain at
school. Our water filling stations are open, however, the water fountains are not.
- Assemblies are limited to 50 people or 2 classes.
- The school continues to have limited access to volunteers and visitors. These
must be arranged through Administration in advance.
- Our full-time day custodian position remains, which allows for cleaning of highcontact surfaces.
Please be assured that we will frequently teach and remind students of the
importance of practicing these control measures. Your assistance in reinforcing
them at home is always appreciated.
On the School District’s website, you will find a Community/Parents & Students tab
that provides information on a variety of topics. Under the Communicable Disease
Prevention tab, you will find answers to many Frequently Asked Questions.
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
JRES continues to be a Positive
Behaviour Intervention School. Our
Behaviour Matrix is at the end of our
Newsletter for your convenience. We
teach, review and reteach ROARS
(respectful, organized, attitude,
responsible & safe) behaviour and talk.
We know that when we interact with
others, we will at times find ourselves
in conflict. At JRES, we teach
students to use their WITS (walk
away, ignore, talk it out, or seek help)
to resolve issues with others. Supporting students in developing strategies to
resolve conflict in peaceful ways, use strategies to manage big emotions, as well as
their understanding that as a member of a large school, our individual behaviour
and talk has an impact on other students, our classes and our school as a whole is
important. None of us are perfect, hence we don’t expect perfection from
students. We will be patient and work diligently to support the development of

students in their social emotional growth, just as we do in their academic learning
journey.
SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
Generally speaking, the office will send out a
newsletter once a month. You can anticipate it the
last Friday of the month. Notwithstanding,
September and October are anomalies. You have
today’s newsletter and will receive the next one on
Friday, October 1st. In situations that require
increased office communication between monthly
newsletters, emails relaying the information will be
sent home.
Once students are placed in their classes, you will
receive important classroom information, before
Thanksgiving, on their routines, key learning
outcomes that are being covered and how you can
partner and support your child in their learning.
Ongoing home and school communication will benefit your child’s growth and
development.
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher or the office if
you have questions and/or concerns. The office receives phone calls between 8:00
and 3:41 each day. The administration team will promptly respond to emails that
are urgent and/or emergencies in nature during the evenings, weekends and
holidays.
Once again, I want to welcome everyone back to an anticipated great year of
learning!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Wood
Principal

Juniper Ridge
2021/22 PAC
PAC is excited to see
the students return to
classes!
This year’s PAC executive members are:
Chair – Tiffany MacKinnon
Vice Chair – Hari Anderson
Secretary – Leslie Thomson and Heather Asselstine
Treasurer - Amy Guillimere
DPAC rep – Heather Asselstine
Please add us on Facebook at Juniper Ridge PAC to see important updates and
reminders.
Hot Lunch
PAC will be offering hot lunches again every Thursday. Please watch for updates on
our PAC Facebook page that will let you know when ordering is open. For now, you can
get your child setup on Munch A Lunch.
New parents need to register here https://munchalunch.com/schools/juniperridge
Returning parents can go directly to the login page:
https://munchalunch.com/login
Orders can be placed at munchalunch.com
Big Little Coupon Book
We have done this fundraiser for the last few years, but we have been informed that
Kamloops will not have a Big Little Coupon Book this year. Please watch out for our
next fundraiser coming in October.
PAC Meetings
We will hold monthly PAC meetings on Monday nights at 6:15pm. These meeting will
be held via Zoom for now. Please find the Zoom details on our Facebook page.
Our first PAC meeting will be on Zoom on September 20 at 6:15pm.
If you have any questions please reach out via email at jrelementarypac@gmail.com.

REACH HIGH - SERVE WELL - LEARN TOGETHER
Inside

Outside

Everywhere

R espectful

➢ Use positive/appropriate language
➢ Listen to the adults
➢ Take care of materials and
equipment
➢ Keep tidy
➢ Privacy
➢ Use appropriate voice levels

➢ Use positive/appropriate
language
➢ Listen to the adults
➢ Take turns
➢ Help others
➢ Keep tidy
➢ Personal space
➢ Others’ property

➢ Use positive /appropriate
language
➢ Listen to the adults
➢ Help others

O rganized

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Be prepared
Use time wisely
Ready to learn
Use hall pass
Enter and exit following routines
Be on time

➢ Respond to bell
➢ Line Up
➢ Enter and exit following
routines
➢ Use assigned doors to enter
and exit

➢ Be prepared
➢ Do what is expected

A ttitude

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Include others
Help others
Be positive
Try your best
Growth mindset

➢
➢
➢
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

R esponsible

➢ Move with purpose
➢ Follow the rules
➢ Lead by example

➢ Return equipment
➢ Follow the rules
➢ Lead by example

➢ Give your best effort
➢ Stay with the group
➢ Represent your school

S afe

➢ Use WITS to solve problems
➢ Hands and Feet to Self

➢ Use WITS to solve problems
➢ Hands and Feet to Self

➢ Stay within boundaries
➢ Keep hands and feet to self
➢ Follow game rules

Include others
Help others
Be positive
Play Fairly

Smile
Support others
Lead by example
Share
Be caring and kind

